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Packaging Container Consisting of a Plastic Filnn 

The invention relates to a packaging container made of plastic film, in particular, a 
bag, pouch, or the like that can be closed at its upper end, comprising a carrying 
handle arranged within the contour of the container. 

In a known packaging container of the aforementioned kind, a corner area is 
separated from the interior by a heat seal seam in which corner area a grip opening 
is cut out. Such a configuration reduces the filling space of the packaging container 
and limits the possibilities for arranging the carrying handle to the corner areas in 
order for the carrying handle not to impair filling and emptying of the packaging 
container. 

In bags that are open at the upper end and comprised of multi-layer material, it is 
known to provide handle loops that project past the upper edge of the container and 
are secured with their attachment ends between layers of the container wall in the 
upper edge area. Such a configuration of the carrying handles impairs handling of 
the bag because of the projecting handle loops. Such handles are moreover limited 
to bag or pouch configurations that do not have closure means at the upper edge. 

In the case of valve bags, it is known to provide a carrying handle on the bag bottom 
that comprises a bottom patch supporting a strap handle. Such a carrying handle 
configuration is not suitable for containers that are closable at their upper edge after 
filling and are provided, for example, at their upper edge with an edge closure 
device for reclosing the bag. 

The invention is concerned with the problem of providing a packaging container of 
the aforementioned kind with a carrying handle that can be easily attached, enables 
carrying of the bag in an orientation similar to a stand-up position, and that leaves 
open the upper edge area of the container for closing and reclosing devices. 
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The invention solves the problem by a packaging container having the features of 
claim 1 . With regard to important further embodiments, reference is being had to 
claims 2 to 12. 

In the container according to the invention, the strap handle is a functional part that 
extends across the sidewall of the container and is visually inconspicuous, that 
enables a comfortable carrying of the container, and that leaves open the top area 
of the container for closures and reclosing devices. In this connection, the carrying 
handle can be easily attached during manufacture. When attaching the strap handle 
to the inner side of the sidewall of the packaging container, the carrying handle is 
particularly inconspicuous visually. Inasmuch as the access opening for accessing 
the strap handle is initially closed and becomes exposed only after tearing open a 
perforated wall area, the carrying handle can even be visually entirely hidden until 
the bag is readied for use so that the design of the outer surface of the container 
sidewall can be realized without having to take into consideration the carrying 
handle. 

Further details and effects result from the following description and the drawing in 
which several embodiments of the subject matter of the invention are schematically 
illustrated in more detail. Specifically, it is shown in: 

Fig- 1 a broken away plan view onto the sidewall of a packaging container 

according to the invention with a strap handle arranged externally on 
the container sidewall and connected to the upper area of the 
container sidewall; 

Fig. 2 a longitudinal section of the carrying handle according to Fig. 1 ; 

Fig. 3 a plan view similar to Fig. 1 of a preferred second embodiment of a 
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carrying handle configuration; 



Fig. 4 a view sinnilar to Fig. 3 for illustrating the carrying handle area before 

tearing open a wall area that is delimited by a perforation and 
designed for releasing the future access opening; 

Fig. 5 a view similar to Fig. 4 for illustrating a third embodiment of the 

container according to Fig. 3; 

Fig. 6 a broken-away cross-section of the carrying handle area according to 

Fig. 5. 

Fig. 1 Illustrates in a broken-aWay illustration a sidewall area of a container in 
accordance with the present invention which is arranged expediently nearthe upper 
edge of the container. The container that is made of plastic film is preferably 
embodied as a flat bag or gusseted bag and is provided with a flat or shaped 
bottom. Preferably, the container has at its upper edge a closure device for 
reclosing the bag after removal of a portion of the filled-ln goods. 

A strap handle 2 is an-anged on the front site 1 (or backside) of the container that 
is facing the viewer - which container can also be configured as a bag - and in the 
area of Its two ends is connected to the container wall 1 ; depending on the material, 
it Is attached by an adhesive or by sealing. When the container film, as is preferred, 
is comprised of polyester (PET) at least on the exterior side, the strap handle 2 Is 
glued on by an adhesive 3. In practice, the strap handle 2 is positioned flat and 
flush on the exterior side of the container wall 1 , but, for carrying purposes, can be 
lifted off the exterior side of the container wall 1 in the area of the handle loop part 
4. 

In the configuration according to Fig. 3, the strap handle 2 is attached to the inner 
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side of the container wall 1 and is accessible from the exterior through a matched 
access opening 5 In the container wall 1 . In this connection, the strap handle 2 is 
attached to a support patch 6 made of plastic film, that Is positioned on the rear side 
of the strap handle 2 and connected to the container wall 1 . Preferably, the support 
patch 6 Is connected continuously along its outer edges to the Inner side of the 
container wall 1 so that In this way the access opening 5 is closed relative to the 
Interior of the container. 

The support patch 6 Is comprised expediently of themnoplastlc plastic film that can 
be continuously glued to the strap handle 2 wherein, however, in the area of the 
handle loop portion 4 of the strap handle 2 the adhesive force Is reduced by a 
release coating applied to the carrying patch 6 such that the handle loop portion 4 
can be separated without difficulties from the support patch 6. Only within the two 
end areas the adhesive 3 provides a fixed connection, respectively. In a preferred 
embodiment of the container comprised of a plastic material composite film with an 
inner layer of heat-sealable thermoplastic plastic material, in particular, polyethylene 
(PE), and with an outer layer of polyester (PET), the support patch 6 Is preferably 
attached to the inner side of the container wall 1 by heat sealing, as is Illustrated by 
the cross-hatched heat seal seam 7. 

The strap handle 2 itself can be comprised of thermoplastic plastic film or a 
composite film comprised of a thermoplastic plastic material and a polyester. 
Therefore, there is also the possibility to connect the support patch 6 and the strap 
handle 2 to one another by heat sealing. 

In the embodiment of the carrying handle according to Fig. 3, the handle loop 
portion 4 of the strap handle 2 is visible through the access opening 5 which is 
matched with regard to its dimensions to the handle loop portion 4 of the strap 
handle 2 and, as needed, can be gripped for carrying purposes. 
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In the embodiment according to Fig. 4, the access opening 5 for the strap handle 
2 is prepared in the container 1 by a perforation line 8 and is releasable only after 
tearing open the perforation line 8 of the wall area 9. For facilitating the tearing 
action of the wall area 9 to be torn, a grip opening 10 can be provided that is 
stamped out when applying the perforation line 8. 

Accordingly, as illustrated in Figs. 5 and 6, the strap handle 2 is hidden completely 
behind the container wall 1 until the wall area 9 surrounded by the perforation line 
8 is removed by tearing it off and the access opening 5 is released. In this 
embodiment, the end areas of the strap handle 2 are also fixedly connected by an 
adhesive 3 to the support patch 6. 

In the embodiment according to Fig. 5 and 6, the support patch 6 is connected to 
the inner side of the container 1, for example, by gluing, as is illustrated by the 
adhesive areas 12. 

Finally, it should be noted that the illustration of the container in the drawing only 
schematically illustrates the actual situation. In particular, the thickness dimensions 
of the films and of the adhesive areas are greatly enlarged for illustration purposes. 
In real containers, they are within the range of |jm. 
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